“ These were more noble than those of Thessalonica, in that they received the WoRD 
with all readiness of mind, and searched the Scriptures daily, whether those things were 
go.”—* Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.” —Acts, xvii. 11. Thes v. 21. 
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FOR THE BEREAN. 


EFFECT OF PERSECUTION. 


Every reformation that has been at- 
tempted, whether in Church or State, has 
met with opposition ; and every lapse, or 
retrogression from first principles has had 
its abettors, and supporters. When per- 
secution has succeeded in arresting the 
progress of reformation, the latter has 
been stamped with the odious character 
of a rebellion, if in the State ; and ifin the 
Church, a Heresy. 

Almost every sect of professing Chris- 
fans in this country is, more or less, in a 
state of commotion and division, at the 
ma present time. One party is aiming at 
what it considers a reform : the other ad- 
mae heres to what is yet called the church ; 
mm or in other words the former are Heretical 
the latter orthodox. What will result 
from all this;—whether what is now 
deemed heresy, among any, or all of these 
sects, will grow up intoa settled reform 
—time only can teach us. 


In the Society of Friends, the party 
éalled orthodox, have adopted severe 
measures; against their opponents; and 
it is evident that every step they have 
taken in this course, so far from discour- 
aging, has only tended to unite, confirm, 
and strengthen the latter, and to weaken 
their own party: and whatever may be 
thought of the religious opinions of either, 
it must be evident to candid and unpre- 
udiced minds, that the orthodox Aave 
widely defarted in PRACTICE, from the 
true spirit of the gosfel,in their conduct 
towards their brethren. Why should 
they persevere in a course, so manifestly 
opposite to the acknowledged principles 
of the Christian religion; and which, at 
every step, furnishes evidence of its im- 

Pol. 


| 


|| becility, in the accomplishment of the ob- 


ject intended? These questions can only 
be solved by a reference to the history of 
that spirit of persecution, that has mani- 
fested itself, in different ages of the world, 
and with which the present temper of 
our orthodox Friends fully identifies it- 
self, by the fruits which it produces, for 
“ By their fruits ye shall know them.” 
x. 


SELECTED. 


“ The way of true peace and unity in 
the true church of Christ 


( Continued from p. 377 ) 
The seventh rude, is, 


“ For all true Christians and congreg9- 
tions to take Christ like for their head¢ 
and not to set up visible heads, or ring- 
leaders to themselves of men. For whilst 
some said, we are of Paul; others, we are 
of Apollos; others, we of Cephas; they 
were all in this matter carnal, and divided 
both from Christ, and among themselves ; 
whilst several set up several heads, whom 
they especially owned, and after whom 
they were called. Whereas, each that 
believed by the ministry of Paul, or Apol- 
los, or Cephas, were, through the same 
faith and spirit with them, as near to 
Christ as themselves were ; and so were 
not to set up a fellow member as a_ heads 
to the division of the bedy. I say, each 
believer and communion of saints hath 
Christ equally for their head, andso ought 
not to set up anv outward or visible head 
for them to join to; for this is to rend the 
body in pieces, and to work great division 
and distraction among the faithful. 

“ And therefore I conceive it is a mis- 
take among some brethren, to call the 
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congresations of Christ by the names of || only teach the truth, which they hve 
men, though godly and eminent; and to | heard and learned from God: And the 
say, Mr. sucha one’s church, or Mr.such | line of every man’s teaching must extend 
a one’s church; and so to put the church | no further. But when they teach that 
under several heads, which worksdistinc- | are not so taught. they will, in many 
tion and division; whereas they should | things, vary from the truth as it is in Je- 
rather say, the church of Christ in such | sus; yea, and under a form of sound doc- 
or such a place ; it being, wherever it is, | trine, will give forth an unsound and false 
one church, under one head and governor, | sense, to the deceiving of many that arc 


Jesus Christ. 


| weak and simple: and so, under the pre- 


.* And therefore let us know, that it is a | tence of Christ, will utter the voice of a 
part of the mystery of iniquity, for the | stranger, and endanger the misleading of 
church, or faithful, te have one or more | some sheep for a time. 


visible heads to go to, not being contented 


“2. Let the faithful examine every 


with Christ alone. And though this hath | thing that is taught by the word of God, 
heen, and will be the practice of the car- | and not receive doctrines upon trust for 
nal church ; yet the spiritual church and their teachers, who, through the reputa- 
people do only own, and have recourse to | tion of their learning and holiness, may 


Christ, their true and spiritual head. | 
And so they all, living as one body, and 
members one of another, under one holy | 
head, live all in invincible peace and uni- | 
tv; whereas difference of outward heads 
anc ringleaders, always breeds difference 
and divisions among Christians. | 
The eighth rule, is, 

“For the true church to keep out all er- | 
ror in doctrine; seeing it breeds, not only | 
division, but confusion and ruin also in the | 
church. Wherefore, the congregations 
of Christ must be the more care‘ul and 
watchful in this matter. When some 
false prophets taught at Antioch, that 
‘ Except Christians were circumcised af- 
ter the manner of Moses, they could not 
be saved ;? which was a most dangerous 
error against Christ and the gospel; the 
whole church, first at Antioch, and pre- 
sently after at Jerusalem, met together to 
keep it out ; which accordingly, through 
God,they did. So that whatever doc- | 
trines are evidently against the word of | 
truth, and gospel of our salvation, the 
church is to take care to keep them out, | 
as it loves its own peace and unity. 
_“ Now if any say, By what means may | 
the church be able to keep out error? 
“J answer, It may certainly keep out 
by these means. 
“1> Let the church suffer none to teach | 
among them, that are not themselves | 


easily lead them unawares into error. 


- And therefore, let the church compare 


the present doctrine preached and print- 
ed, and generally received, with the doc- 
trines of the prophets and apostles, which, 
without doubt, is sure and certain, seeing 
those ‘holy inen of God spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Spirit :’ And 
whatever doctrine shall be found contrary 
to, or different from that doctrine, let 


| them reject it as reprohate silver; seeing 


the church is to be built upon no other 
foundation of doctrine, than that of the 
prophets and apostles. And though, 
through God’s especial goodness, the doc- 
trine of the gospel be again revived 
among us at this present time, yet ought 
we not to sit down content with the pre- 
sent state of things; but to search and 
see if our present doctrine do not yet err 
from the primitive purity and brightress 
of the gospel, and that in many considera- 
ble points ; and whether some, or many 

corruptions do not yet remain among us 

to be purged out, by the light and truth of 

the apostles doctrine. 
“ Wherefore, to conclude this thing, let 
us know that the church cannot possibly 


| keep out error, longer than it precisely 


keeps itself to the bare and naked word 
of God, and tries all doctrines of their 
teachers by it. 

«3. The church, that it may be able to 


taught of God; though they have never || keep out errors, must desire of God the 


so great natural parts, and never so much | 
human learning. For, when they are the | 


Spirit which he hath promised; that this 
Spirit of truth may lead them into the 


‘eachers that are taught of God, they will | 


‘ 


true and spiritual knowledge of the word, 
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and understanding of the mind of Christ. 
For no man can make any right judgment 
ofthe word he hears or reads, without 
the teaching of the Spirit. And by this 
anointing, as we shall be certainly taught 
that which is truth, so also shall we dis- 
cern which is error, and that by so clear 


| 


and true a light, that we shall not mistake. i 
Wherefore, Christians must take heed, | own heart, and to speak the dreams and 


that they do not think, with carnal pe- | 


ple, that the ability to judge of divine 
truthsand human and anticliristian errors, 


sciences ; for thus it will come to pass, 
that they, judging themselves unable to 
judge of matters of religion, will whglly 
leave the judgment of them to those whom 
they conceive after this manner learned : 


whereby they leave open a wide door > 


through which teachers may bring in all | strong bit and bridle in the jaws of error, 


sorts of errors upon them. But believers 
must know, that the gift of the Spirit on- 


-ly, without all human learning, is suffi- 


cient to teach us perfectly which is truth 
and which error; and to make us able to 
judge of all doctrines of men and angels ; 
and that all the human learning in the 
world, without the Spirit, is not able todo 
this. And soa poor, plain countryman, 
by the Spirit, which he hath received, is 
better able tojudge of truth and error, 
touching the things of God, than the great- 
est philosopher, scholar, or doctor in the 
world, that is destitute of it. 

“4. Another notable means to keep er- 
ror out of the church, is to restore in it 
that most ancient gospel ordinance of pro- 
phesying; which, how much soever it 
hath been out of use during the reign of | 


antichrist, yet is no other than the very | 


commandment of the Lord,as Paul wit- | 
nesseth, 1 Cor. xiv. 31. where he saith 


you may all prophesy one by one, that all 
may learn, and all may be comforted;’ 
and adds, v. 37. 
self to be a prophet, or spiritual, let him 
acknowledge, that the things I write unto 
you are the commandments of the Lord. 
Wherefore, brethren, labour that ye may 
prophesy.’ So that prophesying in the 
church, is God’s own commandment, as 
évery prophet and spiritual man must 
acknowledge. 


Now this divine ordinance of prophe- 


4 
‘When the whole church is met together, | 


| 


| 


sving, is three ways helpful to keep out 
error. 

“For first, When one man only speaks 
in the church, and no man is suffered to 
speak besides him, as he is very subject 
to be puffed up, and to conceit that ‘ wis- 
dom only dwells with him,’ so he is 
more ready to vent the thoughts of his 


visions of his own head. But when he 


_ knows the word of God is not come to him 
only, but to others also, and that they 


depends upon human learning, arts, and | have wisdom and spirit to speak in the 


church as well as he, this will both keep 
down his pride, and make him careful 
what he speaks, when he knows that 
there are those present in the congrega- 
tion, that are able to reprove his darkness 
by light. And this prophesying, is a 


that it cannot run that race in the church 
it doth desire. 

«2. When one man only speaks, and 
the doctrine he preaches proves to be er- 
roneous, as it is ordinarily in the common 
ministry of the kingdom, it comes to pass, 
that error is not only preached, but goes 
away uncontroled, and no way is left for 
the restraining error proportionable to 
that of propagating it; no body being per- 
mitted to speak, to keep the people from 
the poison of it. And thus, whilst the 


| liberty of public speaking is permitted on- 


ly to one man in a congregation, and to 
one sort of men in the kingdom, any error 
may suddenly be spread over the whole 
kingdom (as we see by daily experience) 
without any sufficient and proportionable 
remedy to prevent it. 

“ But now, when the right or power of 
prophesying is allowed to the whole 
church, the minister can no sooner vent 
any error, but there is some believer or 
other, whose heart God shall move, ready 


; || to convince it by the word of God: “And 
‘If any man think him- | 


so, error is as soon discovered and detect- 
ed, as it is published; and as soon destroy- 
ed asit is detected: the word of God, 
though from a private Christian, being 
more mighty to destroy error, than error 
can be to uphold itself against the word. 
“3, Prophesying is a most useful means 
to keep out error, in this respect, because 
it gives thechurch light how to choose , 
faithful teachers out of its own children, 
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when it stands in need of any supply of 
this kind. Seeing, through the exercise 
of prophesying, the church knows and 
discerns which of its members are most 
spiritual, and most clearly taught of God 
in divine things; and who have received 
the most excellent gifts from Christ, and 
~ so are most fit and able to hold forth the 
word of life, in most evidence and power 
of the Spirit, that so the church may be 
supplied with pastors of her own sons, and 
not seek after unknown persons; nor be 
constrained to use mercenary men, who 
have been brought up to preaching, as 
their trade to live by; whereupon, but 
few of them can be expected to be other 
than hirelings, who will make their min- 
istry serve their own advantage, and 
frame scripture to found such doctrine as 
may best serve their own turns. 

“ And in these three respects, the use 
of prophesying helps the church to keep 
out error. 

“ Now if any shall object against this, 
‘That it may seem very rash and absurd, 
after an able, learned man hath spoken in 
the church, for an unlearned mechanic 
presently to rise up and speak. 

“J return thisanswer; That the true 
people of God are all taught of God ; and 
the true church is a kingdom of prophets 
through the anointing of the Spirit; and 
so they esteem not that to be learning in 
the church, which is from man, but only 
that which is heard and learned from the 
Father; and so they neither reckon him 
that hath human learning to be learned 
here ; nor him that is destitute to be ig- 
norant. Yea, farther, in this society, God 
will have him who is most unlearned, ac- 
cording to buman literature, to speak, 
that the virtues of Christ may the more 
evidently appear in the saints, and the 
knowledge of heavenly and divine truths 
may not be attributed to gifts, parts, learn- 
ing or studics, but only to his Spirit, which 
cv even ina moment, teach the ignorant, 
and muke the simple wise ; and open the 

mouths of babes and suchklings, yea, and 
the very dumb) to perfect his praise by. 
\hereas, when a man of great parts and 
learning, speaks with wisdom and know- 
ledge in the church, this is commonly at- 
tributed to his wit and study, and so God 
Yoses all oy most of his praise; but if a 


plain, ignorant man, shall speak spiritual- 
ly and divinely, and hold forth the mys- 
tery of the gospel in a clear light, then 
men must needs acknowledge God to be 
author of such grace and say, ‘God is in 


i him of a truth ;? and so God is acknowl- 


edged the author of his own gifts, and he 
himself is admired in his saints.” 


TRIAL OF E. ELWALL 
FOR 
HBRESY AND BLASPHEMY, 


At Stafford Assizes, in Staffordshire, a 
county of England, in the year 1726. 


[It does not appear that E. Elwall was 
a member of the Society of Friends, 
though it is said that “He associated” 
with the Quakers, and adopted their style. 
There is a marked similarity in his argu- 
ments against the trinity, satisfaction, &e. 
with the Sandy Foundation Shaken, of 
William Penn. 

“ Because so many persons have ear- 
nestly desired to read this trial, I have 
here published a second edition of it, in 
order to encourage all honest men who 
have the eternal law of God on their side, 
not to fear the faces of priests, who are 
generally the grand adversaries of liberty 
and truth ; and the bastions and bulwarks 
of all ceremonies, fopperies, and absurd 
doctrines that are in the world. 


“TI do this for the glory of the most high 
God, and for the honour of his sacred law, 
and for the good of all my fellow crea- 
tures ; that they may obey God and not 
man ; Christ, and not the pope; the pro- 
phets and apostles, and not prelates and 
priests ; and God knoweth this is my sin- 
cere desire, that all religion and spiritual 
things may be perfectly free, neither 
forced nor hindered ; this being the true 
liberty of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who 
said, ‘ The kings of the Gentiles exer- 
cise authority, but it shall not be so with 
you.” 

“About fourteen years ago, I wrote a 
book entitled, ‘A True Testimony for 
God and his sacred law; being a plain, 
honest defence of the first commandment 
of God, against all the Trinitarians under 


heaven, Thou shalt have no other Gods 
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ton, in Staffordshire, where my ancestors 
have lived about eleven hundred years, 
ever since the Saxons conquered the Bri- 
tons. 

“ When this book was published, the 
hriests in the country began to rage, es- 
pecially the priests of Wolverhampton ; 
who had a great hand inthe several trou- 
bles I underwent. In short, they never 
ceased tiil they had procured a large in- 
dictment against me at Stafford assizes ; 
where | felt the power of God, enabling 
me to speak before a very great number 


of people ; being accused of heresy, &c. i 


But [ truly answered as my beloved bro- 
ther Paul did in his day, viz. ‘In that 
way which some call heresy, so choose I 
to serve the God of my fathers, believ- 
ing all that is written in the law and the 


but me.’ I lived then at Wolverhamp- | 


upon the word me being a singular; and 
that it was plain and certain, that God 
spake of himself, as one single person or 
being, and not three distinct persons. 
And that it was manifest, that all the 
church of God, which then heard those 
words, understood it in the same plain. 
obvious sense as I do; as is most evident 
from the words of the prophet Moses ; 
who said to Israel thus: ‘ Unto thee it 
was showed, that thou mightest know, 
that the Lord he is God, there is none 
else besides him ; out of heaven he made 
thee hear his voice,’ &c. I told them, 
that from the words 4e, and Aim, and his, 
it was certain God was but one single 
person, one single Ae, or him, or his. 1 
told them that all the patriarchs from the 
beginning of the world did always ad- 
dress themselves to God, as one single 


prophets.’ | being. O thou Most High God, fosses- 
“ After the long indictment was read,I | sor of heaven and earth; and Abraham 
was asked if I pleaded guilty, or not guil- || said to the king of Sodom, ‘1 have lifted 
ty. l said I was not guilty of any evil, | up my hand unto the Lord, the Most 


that I knew of, in writing that book ; but 
if they meant whether I wrote the book 


of the book in that indictment) 1 owned 
I did write it; and that if I might have 
liberty to speak, I believed I should make 
jt manifest to be the plain truth of God. 
“Then the judge stood up and said, 
* Mr. Eiwall, I suppose you have had a 
copy of your indictment?’ I told him I 
had not had any copy of it. Upon which 
he turned towards the friests, and told 
them that I] ought to have had a copy of 
it. But they not answering, he turned to 
tae, and said, That if I would give bail, 
and be bound to appear at the next as- 
sizes, he would defer my trial till then. 
But I told him, I would not. give bail, 
neither should any man be bound for me ; 
that if the Prince of Wales himself would, 
he should not ; for, said I, I have an in- 
nocent breast, and 1 have injured no man ; 


and therefore I desire no other favour, | 
but that I may have liberty to plead to | 


the indictment myself. 

“Upon which he said, very courteous- 
ty, You may. The Judge having given 
me liberty of pleading to the indictment, 
I began my speech with the sacred first 
commandment of God, viz. ‘ Thou shalt 
have no other Gods but me.’ J insisted 


High God, the possessor of heaven and 


| earth,’ &c. They knew nothing of a trin- 
or not (for they had quoted many pages 4 


ity, nor of God’s being a plurality of per- 
sons; that monstrous doctrine was not 
then born, nor for two thousand years af- 
ter, till the apostacy and Popery began 
to put up its filthy head. 

“Then I told them, that all the pro- 
phets witnessed to the truth of the same 
pure and uncorrupted unitarian doctrine 
of one God, and no other but he: ‘Have 
we not all one Father, hath not one God 
created us?” Then I told them of the 
words of God to Abraham, ‘] am Gad 
Almighty, walk before me, and be thou 
perfect’; and by the prophet Isaiah, ‘ To 
whom will ye liken me, or shall I be 
equal, saith the Holy One,’ not the Holy 
Three. I told them that the words Afe 
and One, did utterly exclude aay other 
person’s being God, but that One single 
me; and that God himself often testifies 
the same truth, by saying, ‘Is there any 
God besides me?? And then tells us 


plainly, ‘There is no God, I know not 
any: I am the Lord, and there is none 
else ; there is no God besides me.’ Isaiah 
xiv. 5: 

_ “Now, said I, let God be true, but ev- 
ery man a liar, that is, every man that 
contradicteth him; forhe is the God of 


| 
| 
¢ 
i 
F } 
te 
| 


390 


ELWALL’S TRIAL. 


truth; he says, ‘I lift up my hand to 
heaven, I say, I live for ever.’ 

“After I had pleaded many texts in 
the old Testament, I began at the New ; 
and told them that our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the prophet, like unto Moses, held forth 
the same doctrine that Moses had done; 
for when a certain ruler came to ask him 
which was the first an’ great command- 
ment (or how he expounded it) he told 
him the same words that Moses had 
said. ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God 
is one, [not three] and thou shalt love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart,’ &c. 
And the scribe said, ‘ Thou hast answer- 
ed right, forthere is but one God, and 
there is no otier but he,’ &c. Then] 
mentioned the words of Christ at the 17th 
of John, verse 3, as very remarkable and 
worthy of all their observation: ‘ This is 
Ufe eternal to know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast 
sent.” And then I turned my face direct- 
ly towards the priests, (my persecutors, 
who ali stood on the right side of the 
judge.) Now, said I, since the lips of the 
blessed Jesus, which always spoke the 
truth, says his Father is the only true 
God; whois he, and who are they that 
dare set up another in contradiction to 
my blessed Lord, who says his Father is 
the only true God ? 

“ And I stopped here, to see if any of 
them would answer; but the power of 
God came over them, so that all their 
mouths were shut up, and not one of 
them spake a word. So that I turned 
about over my left shoulder and warned 
the people in the fear of God, not to take 
their religious sentiments from men, but 
from God: not from the Pope, but from 
Christ ; not from prelates nor priests, but 
from the prophets and apostles. 

“ And then J turned towards the judge 
and toid him, that I was the more con- 
vinced of the truth of what I had said, 
from the words of my blessed Lord ; who 
said, ‘Call no man Father here upon 
earth ; for one is your Father, even God. 
And eall no man master, for one is your 
master, even Christ.” From hence, said 
T. I deduce this natural inference, that in 
ail things that are of a spiritual nature, 
we ought to take our religion from God 
end his prophets, from Christ and his 


apostles. It: will be teo long to mention 
all the texts and proofs that I made use 
of; I will only add one or two, as that ot 
Paul, 1 Cor. viii. 4, 5, 6, where the apos- 
tle tells us, ‘There is no other God but 
one ; for though there be that are called 
yods (as there be gods many, and lords 
many) both in heaven and earth ; but to 
us there is but one God, the Father, of 
whom are all things’; so that I told them 
here was a plain demonstration ; for he 
says, there is but one God: and tells us 
who that one God is, that is, the Father. 
And therefore no other person could be 
(sod but the Father only; and what I 
had wrote in my book was the plain 
truth, and founded on God’s own words, 
‘ Thou shalt have no other gods but me.’ 

“In short I plainly perceived there was 
a general convincement through the court. 
The judge and justices of the peace did 
not like the prosecution ; but saw plainly, 
that out ofenvy the priests had done it. 
I then began to set before them the odious 
nature of that hell-born principle of per- 
secution, and that it was hatched in hell; 
that it never came from Jesus Christ; and 
that he and his followers were often per- 
secuted themselves, but they never per- 
secuted any ; that we had now a very fla- 
grant instance of it by the papists at 
Thorn ; where they first took away the 
schools where our brethren the protes- 
tants educated their children ; then they 
took away the places of their religious 
worship ; then they put them in prisons ; 
then confiscated their estates, and, last of 
all, took away their lives. 

“ Now we can cry out loud enough © 
against this, and show the inhumanity, 
cruelty, and barbarity of it; but, said I, 
if we, who call ourselves frotestants, 
shall be found acting in the same spirit, 
against others, the crime will be greater 
in us than in them; because we have 
attained to greater degrees of light than 
they. 

“ However, I told them, that Ihad put 
my house in order, and made up my ac- 
counts with all men as near as I could; 
and that as I owed no man here any thing, 
so I would not pay a penny towards this 
prosecution. And that I was sure of it 
that whatever fine they laid on me, or 
whatever hole or prison, said I, you thrust 
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me into, I shall find God’s livi ing presence 
with me, as I feel it this day: and soended 
my speech. 
“Upon this a justice of the peace, one | 
Rupert ITlumpatch, got wp, went to the | 
judge, laid his hand upon his shoulder, | 
and said, My Lord, I know this man to be | 
an honest man; and what J say, I speak 
not by hear-say, but experience: for | 
was his next door neighbour three years. 
Also, another justice spoke to the same 
effect. Then the judge spoke to me; 
Mr. Elwall, I perceive you have studied 
very deeply into this controversy ; but | 
have you ever consulted any of our rev- 
erend ciergy and bishops of the church oi 
I answered, Yes, I have; and 
among others, the Archbishop of Canter- 
burv himself, with whom I have exchang- 


ed ten letters, viz. four I have had from | 


him, and six he has had from me. (At i 
which words, all the priests stared very ! 
carnestly.) Well, says the jucge, and was | 
not the archbishop able to give you some | 
satisfaction in these points, Mr. Elwall ? , 
F said, no; but rather quite the reverse; | 
for that in all the letters I sent to the i 
archbishop, I grounded my arguments | } 
upon the words of God and his prophets, 
Christ and his apostles; but in his an- | 
swers to me, he referred me to acts of H 
parliament, and declarations of state, &c. 1 
whereas I told the Bishop in one of my | 
letters, that I wondered a man of his nat- 
ural and acquired abilities, should be so 
weak astoturn me over to human au- 
thorities, in things of a divine nature ; for 
though in all things that are of a temporal 
nature, and concern the civil society, ‘I 
will be subject to every ordinance of man 
“or the Lord’s sake;’ even from the king | 
‘pon the throne, down to the meanest of- 
cer in the land; but in things that are | 
\2 spiritual nature, and concern my | 
ih; my worship of God, and future | 
st. J would‘ cail no man Father here | 
“fy earth,’ nor regard either popes or | 
CObj}s, prelates or priests of any denom- 
nah, nor convocations, nor assemblies 
of dyes, but obey God and his prophets, 
Chring his apostles. Upon which the | 
iWdSeswered, Well, if his grace of Can- | 
terbUtyas not able to give you satisfac- | 
py I believe I shall not; | 
“°. down and rested him; for I 


think = had stood up for near an hour 


and a quarter. 

“Then he stood up again, and turning to 
the priests, talked softly to them. I did 
not hear what he said, or what they said 
to him; but I guessed from what the 


| judge said next; for says he, Mr. Elwall, 
| you cannot but be sensible that what you 


have writ, being contrary to the common- 
ly received doctrines of the church, it has 
given offence to some of vour heighbours, 
and particularly to the clergy ; are you 
willing to promise, before the face of the 
country here, that you will not write anv 
more onthis head? 1 answered, God for- 
bid that I should make thee any such 
promise; for when! wrote this book, 1 
did it inthe fear of the Lord, and I did 
not write it to please the church of Rome, 


‘nor the church” of England, nor the 


church of Scotiand; but to please that 
God who gave me my breath ; and there- 
| fore, if at any time I find myself drawn 
forth to write in defence of this sacred 


| first commandment, or any other of the 


ten, I hope I shall do it in the same’spi- 
rit of sincerity as I have done this. And 
I perceiv ed that the judge was not in anv 
wise displeased at my honest, plain, bold 
answer; but rather his heart seemed to 


' knit in love to me; and he soon declared 


me acquitted : and then the clerk of the 
arraigns, or assizes, stood up, and said, 
Mr. Elwall you are acquitted ; you may 
go out of court when you please. 

“Sol went away through a very great 


| crowd of people (for it was thought there 


was a thousand people at the trial) and 
having spoke long I was a-thirst, so went 


| toa well and drank. Then went out of 


town bya river-side, and looking about, 
and seeing no one near, I kneeled down 
on the bank of the river, and sent up my 
thank-offering to that good God who had 
delivered me out of their hands. 

“By the time that I returned to the 
town, the court was up and gone to din- 
ner; a justice of the peace and another 
person met me, and would have me to eat 
and drink with them, which I did; and 
afterwards, as I was walking along the 
street, some persons hove up a great sash- 
window and invited me up to them ; and 


| when i entered the room, I found ten or 
' a dozen persons, most of them-4ustices o 


| | 
{ 
| 
\ 
\ 
| 
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the peace ; and amongst them a rics, 
whom they called Doctor. One of the 
qustices took me by the hand, and said, 
Mr. Eiwall, I am heartily glad to see you, 
and | was glad to hear you bear your tes- 
timouy so boldly as you did. Yea, said 
auother justice, and I was glad to see Mr. 
El wall come off with flying colours as he 


did. Upon which the priest said, (in a | 


very bitter manner) ‘ /le ought to have 
been hanged. 1 turned unto him and 


said, Friend, ‘thou dost not know what — 
spirit thou art of; for the son of man came © 
pot to destroy, but to save.’ But thou | 


wouldest have me destroyed. Upon 


which one of the justices said, How now, © 


Docior, did not you hear one of the jus- 


tices suy, that he was an honest man, and © 


that what he said was not by hear-say, 


but by experience, and would you have | 
honest men hanged, Doctor? Is this good 


doctrine? So that the priest said but lit- 
tie more for some time: So I tock leave 


of the justice, and took horse for Wolver- | 


jiampton, for I knew there would be great 
joy in my family, for the common people 
uil expected to hear of my being fined 
und imprisoned. But a farmer that lived 
near, who had been upon the jury at Staf- 
Jord, got to town before me, and the peo- 
yle wen: all up and asked him, What 
diave they done to Mr. Elwall? Have 
they put him in prison? He answered 
§ No, ue preached there an hour togeth- 


er, and our parsons could say never a | 


word. What musi they put him in pri- 
son tor? 1 told our foreman of the jury, 
Mr. Eiwall was an honest man, and his 
Hather was an honest man, I knew him 
very well.” So they were all damped. 
Wut there was great joy in iny family, and 
amongst all my friends. Praises, living 
praises be attributed to that good God 
who delivered me out of their hands! 
“Cirist never told us of that scanda- 
lous popish invention, of his human na- 
ture praying to his divine mature; but, 
like atrue obedient son of God, submit- 
ted to death, even that cruel death which 
the hatred and envy of persecuting wick- 
‘ed priests inflicted on him, because be had 


| God has exalted him to be a prince and a 


saviour to all those that obey that pure 
doctrine which God gave him to teach; 
‘ that denyiug ungodliness and sinful lusts, 
we should live soberly and righteously in 
this world. Then are we his disciples 
indeed, when we do those things that he 
hath commanded.’ Then shall we be 
saved, not by the merits of Christ, that is 
another popish invention; for he never 
' did any thing but what was his duty to 
do, and therefore could not merit any 
thing for others; but he taught us the 
true way to find acceptance with God, 
| and that was by ‘ doing the will of his Fa- 
ther which is in heaven;’ and therein ‘he 
is the way, the truth, and the life,’ be- 
cause ‘no one cometh unto the Father,’ 
by that way. 

“ Neither did he make satisfaction unto 
God for us. It was impossible, and what 
_ God never required: But ‘he who had 

no pleasure in the death of sinners, but 
| rather that they should turn from wick- 
| edness and live,’ out of the immeasurea- 
_ ble height and depth of his love, direct- 
‘ed our Lord Jesus Christ to teach man- 
_ kind a never-failing way of being recon- 
_ciled to God; and that was by sincere 
‘repentance and reformation. This was _ 
' the gospel or good tidings of Jesus Christ, 
‘Repent ye, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is at hand.’ He teils us, ‘1 am not come 
to call the righteous, but sinners to repen- 
tance; and by that beautiful and excel- 
_lent parable of the prodigal son, he illus- 
| tratesthe tender mercy of his God and 
_our God, of his Father and our Father, 
| without any satisfaction. The compas- / 
| sionate Father required none at all, but. 
| humble confession and submission, with, 
| sincere repentance, and reformation, 
then comes the best robe; the ring, Gag» 
_ shoes, and the fatted calf, todemionstrate” 
_ the paternal acceptance without’sati 


tion or sacrifice, dui a drokem and acin- 


trite heart, whick he wilt never refuses 

| for he can as soon cease~to be God, as 
cease to be merciful. 

“And as to the trinitarians, not is 


more plain, than that they feed upon. 


so plainly and truly told them aji of their |) ashes; @ deceived heart hath turnal them 
blindness, covetousness, pride, aud hy- || aside, because they will not make use of 
pocrisy. Aad therefore, God !aised him | those rational faculties which God hath 


From thy Grae; sad for his faithfulness, 


) given; nor say, ‘Is there nota fie in mp 


| 
/ 
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right hand? otherwise they would never 
flatter the humble Jesus, nor make the 


most high God to be a plurality of per- | 


sons. 
“For as tothe Holy Ghost, (their third 


A sermon by Elias Hicks, delivered at 
| Middletown, Delaware county, Penn. 
Dec. 6, 1826.—( Continued from p. 380.) 


“He had no merit of his own—he ws 


God) it is evidently no distinct person | a poor helpless male infant, whose life 
from God, any more than a man’s spirit | was dependant, under God, on the nurs- 


is a distinct person from the man: so | 


that the spirit of God is God’s spirit, as 
is manifest from scripture and reason, 
Gen. vi. 3. My spirit shall not always 


strive with man: And the Spirit of God 
moved upfion the face of the waters: And | 


God said, Let there be light, and there 
svas light. And God said, Let there be a 
jirmament in the midst of the waters. 


And God made all things by the word of , 


his power. So that the word of God, and 
the Spirit of God, are not distinct persons 
from God, but the power of God, and the 
energy of God. So the word of a man, 
and the spirit of a man, are not Gistinct 
persons from man, but the man himself; 
if his word be false, or his spirit be wick- 
ed, the man is false and wicked. 


“The same degree of stupidity that | 
leads trinitarians to call the word of God, | 


and the Spirit of God, distinct persons, 


would lead them tocall the wisdom of | 


God, the goodness of God, the love of 


and the mercy of God, distinct persons ; 
and make God to he a trinity of trinities ; 
for it is certain, He is expressly called by 
all those names. 

“But whosoever goes about to father 


this absurd and horrid doctrine of the | 
trinity upon Jesus Christ, do egregiously | 


abusehim ; who told us plainly, his ‘ Fa- 
ther was greater than he’; and that he 


could ‘do nothing of himself,’ which is a | 


demonstration tha: he is not God: For 
we are sure God is omnipotent, and can 
do all things of himself; being self-ex- 
istent and independent, the Supreme Cre- 
ator of the universe ; and in this it is, that 
the unitarians triumph as unanswerable, 


believing in Jesus Christ, who told us his | 


Father was the only true God, John 
xvii. 3.” 


“Every thing which originates not in || 


truth must be inconsistent; and, howev- 
er specious its pretence or appearance, it 
is but a part of the great drama of world- 
ly delusion." 


ing of his mother. We see him walk+ 
_ ing up and down, after he had grown to 
| man’s estate, and from what he express- 
| ed at a certain time, we see how he was 
despised and neglected of this world. 
He said ‘ Foxes have holes, and the birds 
_of the air have nests; but the son of man 
hath not where to lay his head.’ Can 
'we wonder then, that the wise of this 
world should have despised him—could 
they do otherwise? And is it not as much 
so now, as ever it was? And have not 
the wise of this world made void the law 


| of God, and been governed by traditions 


instead of the revelation of God, who is 
ever present, a help in every needful 
time? For we may know more by this 
gift within us, than we could have from 
' all the books and men on the face of the 
earth ; for in this little gift, which has 
been compared to a mustard seed, is ihe 
fulness of God. Jesus, in his description, 


_ calls itthe Kingdom of God. He says,, 
God, the peace of God, the power of God, | 


‘the Kingdom of God cometh not with 
observation, neither shall they say, Lo 
here! or, Lo there! for, behold, the 
Kingdom of God is within you? Noman 
_ by outward observation can comprehend 
_it, or have any knowledge of it. It can- 
not be seen by our outward senses; and 
tor this reason, because it is in us, and it 


although in the ignorance of the Israel- 
ites, when they were so dark and sen- 
sual, he gave them an outward covenant 
heaven: as they were outward ané 
_ carnal, he stooped down to outward mir- 
,acles; but these have no part or lot in 
| the gospel dispensation, because they are 
addressed to the external senses, as ali 
outward miracles must be, or they are 
| not miracles at all, as to the outward. 
. Here now we see that in every respect, 
the wisdom of the world is foolishness. 
| with God, and the wisdom of God js fool- 
‘ishness with men. How foolish it ap- 
| peared, to think that he would send forth 
- one who should rule the nations, and thet 


can never be known except inus. Fort 
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he would raise him up from the most in- 
ferior of his creatures! and yet how clear 
it is—what deep wisdom strikes the mind 
when we refiect upon it. The less the 
thing, the greater the exaltation, and its 
consequences. And what a_ beautiful 
simile did Jesus make use of, to bring us 
home, to reflect as rational creatures; 
when he savs, ‘ To what shall I liken the 


Kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which | 


a woman took and hid in three measures 
of meal, till the whole was leavened.’ 
Again, he compares it to a mustard seed 
—thus showing that the least thing may 
become mighty. So it is with this seed 
of the kingdom, this grace of God, this 


light and life of God in the children of | 


men; for nothing else can quicken the 
soul of man but the light of God, their 
creator. There must be a portion of this 


to animate the soul, before it can know | 


any thing of God. 

“Here then we see the necessity of 
coming to this point, that the man who 
will become subject tothe willof God, 


must become passive to the leaven of the — 


kingdom, otherwise it will not work and 


bring about the change necessary to be | 


effected. He chose the meal because it 


was a passive thing, and has no power to | 


resist—hence it is passive to any power 


which is capable of acting upon it. So it | 


must be with the soul of man, it must be- 
come passive as meal. Meal is so by na- 
ture, but man is by nature directly oppo- 
site: they feel an opposition to rise up; 
and a disposition to oppose God their 
Creator, with that very power which he 
confers upon them. Because he has 
made them free agents, that so, they 
might become accountable, when they 
will not obey his will and become passive 
under his power. So that when we feel 
any thing that would exalt us aboye ano- 
ther, let us look at the example of Jesus 
Christ, and consider of what low degree 
he was to this world, because we must 
be brought into a willingness to serve 
even those of the very lowest degree. 
“See how it was with Jesus, he found 


sinners, than among the high professing 
Scribes and Pharisees. Seethe case of 
Zaccheus. What did he say when Je- 
sus came to his house after he had ad- 


dressed him: ‘Come down, Zaccheus?’ 
Now what a beautiful moral there is in 
this. He was of low stature, and so he 
climbed up into a tree, just as men and 
women goto schools of science to learn, 


| toclimb up to God, their Saviour. ‘Come 


down, Zaccheus’—and just so it must be 


' now in the world—we must come down 


tothe witness for God, we must come 


| 


down to the light, we must come down 
to the grace and manifestation of that 
spirit, that the apostle tells us is given to 
every man and woman. And what was 
Jesus’ language to Zaccheus? ‘ Thisday 
is salvation come to this house.’ ‘ Be- 
hold, the half of my goods I give to the 
poor ; and if I have taken any thing from 
any man by false accusation, I restore 
him fourfold”? We see here his right- 
eousness—there is no religion but in 
righteousness, in uprightness of heart. 
And cana man be upright in heart, and 
act any thing in opposition to God’s will, 
without being careful to know the will of 
God concerning it? If he does it must be 
an unjust act. Now when we look in 
this way, how humble it makes us, and 
how it keeps us altogether in unity and 
harmony, each esteeming other better 
than himselt. But the wisdom of the 
world acts diametrically contrary. When 
aman gets to be a priest, he commands 
the esteem of his brethren; he don’t 
keep down in that humiliated state, that 
state in which the judgmentis taken away. 
Because why ? As dependent creatures, 
we have no right to fill the judgment- 
seat. Jesus said, he had no right to sit in 
the seat of judgment; for his Father had 
not called him to it. So that it is only in 
this state of humiliation that social beings 
can have harmony—it is only as they 
keep under the influence of that power 
that regulated the life of our great pat- 
tern, and which rendered him so merci- 
ful and so courteous, and made him will- 
ing to lay down his life, rather than break 
his testimony for the Almighty—that his 
example might be complete in all things, 


_ to the reducing of man under the will of 
more openness among the publicans and 


God. Although he felt and anticipated 
with great keenness the sufferings which 
he should undergo, when under the con- 
troul of that cruel power which the Jew- 


| ish nation and the Roman governors pos- 


— 


sessed—he felt a foretaste of it, which 
led him thus to prostrate himself before 
his heavenly Father, till great drops of 
sweat fell from him like drops of blood: 
beseeching him, if possible, to let this cup 
pass from him. 

“Now how much we can learn here, 
my friends; what an example it is, to 
show us that it is only in the will of God 
that our eternal life can be saved, and we | 
united with God our creator. These bo- | 
dily lives, when they come in competi- | 
tien with our spiritual lives, how low they | 
are, and we feel with him voluntarily to_ 
cry out under the torture we may suffer | 


—we can cry out, ‘not my will but thine | 


be done.’ Here now is summed up the 
whole life of Jesus; who being in a state | 
of continual and filial obedience to his Fa- | 
ther’s will, fulfilled the declaration of | 
Moses, ‘ The Lord thy God will raise up | 

unto thee, a prophet from the midst of | 

thee, of thy brethren, like unto me, unto | 
him ye shall hearken.” And how was 
Moses appointed as a God unto Israel, | 
agreeably to their own choice! The Is- 

raelites were to receive all from his_ 
mouth, as he was commanded of God. 
Moses had all from the immediate inspi- | 


ration of God, as he handed it out. And | 
to make the Israelites believe that he had | 
it from God, it was confirmed by mira- 
cles and supernatural displays of power. | 
But we should be falling away from the \ 
gospel dispensation, if we should ask for | 
outward miracles—it would turn us back | 
to that outward dispensation, by which 
we should get the yoke of bondage upon 
us again. Jesus, when on the cross, in 
order to teach us, and show us, that we 
are to do nothing of ourselves—that we 
are not to put any confidence in ourselves, 
and though we are deserted, if we have 
come to know God, and his excellency, 
and goodness,-though for atime he may 
see meet to desert us, and feed us with 
the bread of affliction—when the true be- 


liever is brought to this condition, in this | 
feeling, he may cry out as Jesus did on | 
the cross, at the same time showing his | 
submission and dependence—he may cry 
out under this sense, ‘My God, my God 
why hast thou forsaken me?’ Here he | 
has shown us that none of us in these 


ays of trial, should ever give back one | 
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jot or tittle. ‘My God, my ‘God, why 
hast thou forsaken me 2’ Now some may 
say, why was this necessary? In order 
that he might be a complete example to 
us, and to all to whom the history of his 
life might come—that all believers might 
be induced to ‘ press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God,’ 
without any discouragement. And here 
now, the worldly wise accuse me of de- 
faming the character of the mother of 
Jesus, when all my concern is to exalt 
her and her dear son; but it is because 
they donotunderstaad. They think that 
all must be of high degree ; but he con- 
descended to be of no reputation ; and in 


i! this I feelthat I must imitate him—it is 


in this that all my confidence rests; and. 
I had just as leave be called a fool, as any 
thing else. I know what mancan do is 
| nothing to me, for all my happiness and 
joy depends on my own cbedience to my 
manifested duty. ‘Obey my voice and 


| thy soul shall live” This is my motto, 


and this I want should be the motto of all 
my brethren and sisters present, and the 


| worldover; and I pray that they may 
| be brought to it. I know the blessedness 


of it; i am not preaching to you cun- 
ningly devised fables ; but what my eyes 
have seen, my ears heard, and my hands 
handled, of the good word of life; in 
which I feel that peace and consolation 
which the world never gave, and which 
all its frowns and accusations can never 
disturb. And it is for your sakes that { 


| am willing to become a fool among you; 


that I am willing to become any thing 
that my master is disposed to make of 
me, if it may help my brother—if it be 
the office of stooping down, and putting 
my hands under your feet: for none of 
you are too mean or contemptible in my 
view. 

“ Here it is, that we see the true condi- 
tion and glory, of our great pattern. See 
how he washed the disciples’ feet—he 
humbled himself to every mean office, ta 
bring them down tothat humiliation that 
we must all experience, before we cap 
experience a being rightly exalted. For 


| ‘humility goeth before honour, but a 


haughty look before a fall.”—And as we 


|| come to. this we can love one another; for 
nothing can enable us to love our neigh~ 
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bour as ourselves, till we love God above 
all: and when we come to this, we shall 
love every creature, not only our neigh- 
bours as ourselves, but every creature of 
God. We shall feel as though the trees 
of the field were at peace with us—-such 
would be the solemnity and quiet of soul, 
my friends. 

* But words would fail me to speak suf- 
ficiently of these things, and what might 
be said upon the subject. 

“ Let us now recollect that the wisdom 


of the world is foolishness with God. | 


Now what vast toil and labour there is to 
give children human science, when the 
money thus expended might be better 
thrown into the sea; it might bea better 
use for it. I only speak in this way to 
show the harm that it is doing. We know 
that there are an abundance of poor 


. 
around us, and if we give our children so | 


much learning, we rob the poor of all 
their part of our bounties; and thus we 


become hard hearted. And what would | 
Why we | 


we do with so much learning ? 


_ hension of this kind, that Christian pa- 
tience is sometimes stigmatised in dis- 
course as no other than a different name 
for cowardice. On the contrary, every 
man of virtue ought to feel what is due to 
his character, and to support properly 
his own rights. Resentment of wrong is 
an useful principle in human nature ; and 
for the wisest purposes was implanted in 
our frame. It is the necessary guard of 
_ private rights; and the great restraint on 
_ the insolence of the violent, who, if no re- 


| sistance were made, would trample on the 
gentle and peaceable. 

“But in the fulness of self-estimation, 
we are too apt to forget what we are. 
We are rigorous to offences, as if we did 
not daily intreat heaven for mercy. No- 
thing is in general so inconsistent as anger. 
The most inconsiderable point of interest, 
or honour, swells into a momentous ob- 


ject; and the slightest attack seems to 
threaten immediate ruin. It overpowers 
reason ; confounds our ideas; distorts the 
| appearances, and blackens the colour of 


would make some priests, and some law- | 


yers; but had we not better throw all our 


ynoney away, than to lay it out to make | 


priests and lawyers? For if all were. 


true Christians, there would be no more 
need of lawycrs than of the most insig- 


have a great lawgiver in every soul, and 
law enough to keep us in harmony with 
our tellow creatures, if we would but at- 
tend to it. And we should never be will- 
ing to coerce a man to pay a debt due to 
us, if we were in the true Christian state 
that Jesus was in; and often by this 
means, they would be brought to a will- 
ingness to give us our due.” 
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When reason, like the skilful charioteer, 
Can break the fiery frassions to the bit, 
And, spite of their licentious sallies, keep 
‘The radient track of glory ;—/assions, 
then, 
Are aids and ornament. Young. 
“We are, by no means, to imagine that 
religion tends to extinguish the sense of 
honour, or to suppress the exertion of a 


manly spirit, Jtisundera fajse appre- 


false arguments which it forms, an: brings 
| to its aid. Beware, therefore, and sup- 


| press these moments of delusion. Sus- 
nificant thing in the world. Because, we | 


' pend your violence, I beseech you, for an 
instant. Anticipate that period of cool- 
ness, which, of itself, will soon arrive. 
Allow yourself to think, how little you 
have any prospect of gaining by fierce 
contention ; but how much of true happi- 
ness you are certain of throwing away. 
Wait until the fumes of passion be spent : 
until the mist it hath raised is dissipated, 


| when you shall see where truth and right 
| lie; and reason shall, by degrees, resume 
; the ascendant. Did you only preserve 


yourself composed for a moment, you 
would discover the insignificancy of most 
of those provocations which you magnify 
so highly. Whena few suns more have 
rolled over your head, the storm will 
have, of itself, subsided; the cause of 
your present impatience and disturbance 
will be utterly forgotten. Can you ‘not 
then, anticipate this hour of calmness’ to 
vourself; and begin to enjoy the peace 


which it will certainly bring? If others 
have behaved improperly, leave them te 


| 
| 
) 

every object. As it swells, it constantly 
| justifies to our apprehensions the tumult 
which it creates, by means of a thousand 

| 

} 

| 

| 
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their own folly, without becoming the vic- 
tim of their caprice, and punishing your- 
self on theiraccount. To prove that pas- 
sion is exorbitant in its demands, what 
proportion, for instance, is there between 
the life of a man, and an affront received, 
or supposed to be given by some unguard- 
ed expression. How fantastic, then, how 
unjustifiable, are those supposed laws of 
modern honour, which for such an affront 
require no Jess reparation that the death 
of a fellow creature; and which, to ob- 
tain this reparation, requires a man to en- 
danger his own life? Laws which, as 
they have no foundation in reason, never 
received the least sanction from any wise 
and polished nations of antiquity; but 
were devised in the darkest ages of the 
world, and are derived to us from the fe- 
rocious barbarity of Goths and Vandals. 
Who is there, were he to behold his ene- 
my during that conflict which human na- 
ture must suffer at the last, but must feel 
relentings at that animosity, which hath 
deprived another of existence. 

“«There lies the man with whom I 
contended, silentand mute forever! How 
poor is the advantage which I now enjoy! 
He is fallen, and I am about to follow him. 
In a short time we shall be laid together ! 
Had he not his virtues and good qualities 
as wellasI? When we shall both ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of God, 
shall I be found innocent, and free of 
blame, for all the enmity I have borne to 
him ? 

“ My friends, let the anticipation of such 
sentiments serve now to cool the heat of 
anger, and allay the fierceness of resent- 
ment. Let us look upon this world as a 
state of trial. Elevated by such senti- 
ments, our minds will become calm and 
sedate. We shall look down, as from a 
superior station, on the petty strifes of 
this world. They are the selfish, the sen- 
sual, and the vain, who are most subject 
to the undue influence of passion. They 
are linked so closely to the world; by so 
many sides they touch every object, and 
every person around them, that they are 
perpetually hurt, and perpetually hurting 
others. But the spirit of true religion re- 
moves us to a proper. distance from the 
grating objects of worldly contention. It 
Meaves us sufficiently connected with the 


world, for acting our part in it with pro- 
priety ; but disengages us from it so far, 
as to weaken its power of disturbing our 
tranquility. It inspires magnanimity ; 
and magnanimity always breathes gentle- 
ness. It leads us to view the follies of 
men with pity, and not with rancour; and 
to treat, with the mildness of a superior 
nature, what in little minds would call 
forth all the bitterness of passion.” 
Medical Extracts. 


From the Reformer. } 
POPERY REFORMATION. 


“The excitement caused by the burn- 
ing of Huss was, soon after that event, 
fanned intoa flame, and produced a war 
between the friends of Huss and the Em- 
peror. Atthis time, Ziska, one of the 
most able and daring adventurers of mo- 
dern times, and a most determined ene- 
my to the Catholic religion, arose and re- 
sisted the Emperor Sigismund so suc- 
cessfully, that in the second campaign 
he opposed him with 40,000 men. This 
enabled him to give form and character 
to Huss’s reformation, and to establish 
the new church, in a great measure, how- 
ever, still Catholic. This obliged Ziska 
to fight battles to great disadvantage, as 
he had to yield to the superstition of the 
clergy in arraying his army for battle in 
the form of a cross, and in not fighting on 
particular festival days, er beginning an 
attack on the east side of atown. As 
Ziska began this war, or carried it on, 
against the Catholic religion, his soldiers 
soon began to see the superstition and 
of the clergy and to despise 
them. 


“Though no Christian will fight for his 
religion, yet Ziska, like Nebuchadnezzar, 
Cyrus, and Alexander, might be an in- 
strument in the hands of the Almighty to 
humble and destroy impious and wicked 
nations. His victories over the Impe- 
rialists put all Bohemia into his hands, 
when he abolished the Roman Catholic 
ceremonies, and denied the Pope’s supre- 
macy. And amidst all his victories he 
showed the greatest moderation and jus- 
tice. 

“Sects and schisms, however, soon 
arose among those who undertook to. 
maintain religion by the force of the | 
sword, and one sect persecuted and de- “ 
stroyed the other aboutit. But these jars 
and contentions, notwithstanding, tended 
to shake papal and ecclesiastical tyraw- 
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ny, and to lay the foundation of Luther’s 
reformation. 


“The progress and success of Ziska | 
seemed to depend as much on his politi- 


cal as military talents. By his death the 
inilitary power of Bohemia devolved on 
Procopious, his favourite general, but a 
poor politician, as was soon evinced by 
the reverses he experienced. 

“The council of Basil assembled in 
1431, and by the intrigues of the court of 
Rome, Procopious was drawn to it. The 
divisions and distractions continued till 
the great battle at Broda, which termina- 
ted the liberties of Bohemia, and Sigis- 
mund was proclaimed Emperor, and the 
Catholic religion was:restored till Luther 
revived the reformation in 1500— lhus 
verifying the words of Christ that those 
who take the sword shall perish by the 
sword. 

“In the foregoing will be seen the ten- 
dency in mankind to depart from the spi- 
rit and purity of the gospel, and to de- 
pend upon an arm of flesh. In this fallen 
condition we now find nearly the whole of 
Christendom, notwithstanding the nu- 
merous examples that have been pre- 
sented. from time to time, to draw them 
from it. Outward persecution and open 
violence on account of religion, have be- 
come restrained or moderated through 
successive generations, by the enlarged 
and liberal sense of mankind, and their 
intercourse with each other. But the spi- 
rit of persecution is by no means subdued, 
but is ready to break forth in all its fury 
whenever the times will favour it, and 
clerical dominion can triumph. 

“In the United States the laws tolerate 
all sects, and restrain persecution on ac- 
count of differences in religious opinion. 
Whether this will always be the case, 
time must determine. The seeds or 
stamina of persecution exist in all sects 
where worldly and ambitious views move 
and actuate them. Such sects are to be 
found among us, and it only wants a suita- 
ble time and opportunity for them to dis- 
play their persecuting character in all its 
odious and destructive features. There 
is in them, at least, in embryo, the same 
spirit that moved the Scribes and Phari- 


sees to persecute Christ; that caused Ju- | 
das to betrav his Lord and Master; that | 


ted Constantine to erect splendid meet- 
ing-houses, and Europe to engage in the 


Crusades and establish Inquisitions ; that | 


caused the enaction of laws to burn her- 
etics; that persecuted Wickliff and oth- 
ers; that placed the King of England at 
the head of the English Church, and en- 
ales a proud hierarchy to riot in extra- 
vagance and luxury on the hard labours 


| 
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influence of this spuit that me. re now 
engaged in erecting numerous ">: logical 
seminaries in our country, to edauc:te and 
qualify hordes of young men to preach the 
gospel. A VIRGINIAN.” 


MISCELLANTA. 


Death.—*There is perhaps, no feel- 
ing of our nature so vague, so complica- 
ted, so mysterious, as that with which we 
Jook upon the cold remuins of our fellow 
mortals. The dignity with which death 
invests even the meanest of its victims, 
inspires us with an awe no living thing 
cancreate. The monarch on his throne 
is less awful than the beggar in his shroud. 
The marble features—the powerless 
hand—the stiffened limb—oh! who can 
contemplate these with feelings that can 
be defined? These are the mockery of 
all our hopes and fears, our fondest love, 
our feliest hate. Can it be, that we now 
shrink with horror from the touch of that 
hand, which but yesterday was fondly 
clasped in our own? Is that tongue whese 
accents even now dwell in our ear, for- 
ever chained in the silence of death? 
These black and heavy eye-lids, are they 
forever to seal up in darkness the eyes 
whose glance no earthly power could re- 
strain? And the spirit which animated 
the clay, where is it now? Is it wrapped 
in bliss or dissolved in woe? Does it wit- 
ness our grief, and share our sorrows, or 
is the mysterious tie that linked it with 
mortality forever broken? and the re- 
membrance of earthly scenes, are the 
indeed to the enfranchised spirit as the 
morning dream, or the dew upon ‘he 
early flower? Reflections such as these 
naturally arise in every breast. Their 
influence is felt, though their import can- 
not always be expressed. The principle 
is the same, however it may differ in its 
operations.” 


Charity —* The uncharitable man 
thinks that he defends himself by a 


pretended zeal for the glory of God; and . 


pays a compliment to his own impiety, at 
the expense of religion and truth. Zeal 
for God is inseparable from universal 
Charity. St.Paul has shewn him that all 
the highest Christian graces are nothing 
without it! and it is my firm opinion that 
no true Christian grace can subsist where 
charity does not subsist. St. Peter says, 
Acts x. v.28. That God had shewn him 


that he should not call any man common 
And vy. 34and 35, he saith 


of honest individuals; and it is under the | or unclean. 
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‘Of a truth I perceive that God is no re- 
specter of persons : but in every nation he 
that feareth him and worketh righteous- 
ness, is accepted with him.’ That is, ev- 
ery practical Christian will be saved, let 
his opinions and mistakes be what they 
will ; and upon this principle and author- 
ity I am not ashamed to declare, that my 
charity extends to all sects and nations. 
I have charity even for the uncharitable 
man, and would no more hurt him, than 
I would hurt any other madman, whose 
rage governs him, and who is out of his 
own power. I would only preserve my- 
self from the effects of his madness, and 
only bind those hands which were lifted 
up to destroy me. Uncharitableness is 
without doubt madness, and is always 
most predominant in such as have most 
heat and least sense. The more blind the 
more fierce, asisevident from the implicit 
bigotry of the Turks, and of the Spanish 
and Italian Papists: They have re- 
nounced all humanity and reason, to make 
room for distracted and implacable zeal.” 


Independent Whig. 


“Villainy that is vigilant, will be an 
evermatch for virtue if she slumber on 
her post; and hence it is a bad cause has 
often triumphed over a good one; for the 
partizans of the former knowing that 
their cause will do nothing for them, have 
done every thing for their cause ; where 
the friends of the latter are too apt to ex- 
pect every thing from their cause, and to 
do nothing for it themselves.”—[ Lacon 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


“Jt must be allowed that this mode of 
communicating information and useful in- 
struction has in many places been produc- 
tive of great good ; and it is deplored by 
some that any circumstances should in- 
tervene to disturb the harmony and good 
understanding among christians who have 
long united in this work, It is understood 
however, that a sectarian spirit has of late 
manifested itself too openly in this way. 
The great majority of the managers, be- 
ing members of those churches who hold 
to the same creed, have adopted the plan 
of introducing into the schools certain of 
their clergy under the title of ‘Sunday 
School Missionaries.’ It is obvious that 
an opportunity more favourable, the craf- 
ty ingenuity of man could never have con- 


trived, for the successful dissemination of 
particular doctrines, or for the inculcation 


of peculiar articles of belief. The com- . 


panies who are to be instructed by these 
men, being composed of individuals who 


have not as yet imbibed any particular re-. 


ligious bias, it is no very difficult task to 
impese upon their understanding, or to 
bend them to any system, which artful 
and designing men may be desirous of 
accomplishing. ‘These ‘ missionaries’ too 
must have salaries, and they must be paid 
their wages out of the funds of the insti- 
tution, which funds are in part derived 
from those whose religious sentiments do 
not accord with theirs. In the impor- 
taut matter of religion the mind should 
be always open to conviction, and the 
judgment left free to embrace that sys- 
tem which comports best with seveaied 
truth. However capable of discrimina- 
ting or of reasoning on this point, persons 
may be who have arrived at mature age, 
it is easy to perceive that those individ- 
uals, to whom these ‘ missionaries’ will 
address themselves, pessess no such dis- 
crimination, and therefore success is the 
more probable to ensue. For goed rea- 
sons, no doubt, the schocls of the Episco- 
pal church in this city, with the exception 
of one, whose minister is a Calvinist, were 
early withdrawn from the Union, and of 
late it appears that the Methodists have 
followed their example.”—WV. Y. Tei. 


“ Church and Shofi—Messrs. Sherman 
and Thompson, wholesale and retail deal- 
ers of dry goods in Utica, havea nota 
bene to their advertisement to inform 
their readers that they make a discount 
of siz fier cent. to the Clergy. They de- 
serve the prayers of the Church if they 
fail in obtaining the custom of the state ; 
and as long as the people are unwilling 
to be taxed six per cent. for the Clergy, 
so long will they keep clear of Messrs. 
Sherman and Thompson’s shop.” 

N.Y. Paper. 

“ Theological Seminary at Andover. 
Mr. Phillips has lately bequeathed to the 
Theological Seminary at Andover, and to 
Phillips’ Academy connected with it, 
25,000 dollars. We learn from the Chris- 
tian Intelligencer, that the interest on the 
capital owned by this Theological Semi- 


nary previous to the above donation,’ . 


amounted to nearly 20,000 dollars per an- 
num. 


“The New England churches and the 
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Presbyterians having lately umited to- 
gether in the business of preparing young 
men for the ministry, they will soon be 


able to furnish a good supply of Lyman | 


Beecher’s ‘competently educated teach- 
ers,’ to the inhabitants of this country. 
Whether they will be able to supplant or 
supersede all other religious teachers, and 
produce one ‘homogeneous influence,’ 
throughout our land, time must deter- 
mine.”—Reformer. 


THES DEAD. 
BY BERNARD BARTON 


Number the grains of sand outspread 
_ Wherever Ocean’s billows flow ; 
Or count the bright stars overhead, 
As these in their proud courses glow ; 


Count all the tribes on earth that creep ; 
Or that expand the wing in air; 

Number the hosts that in the deep 
Existence and its pleasures share ; 


Count the green leaves that in the breath 
Of Spring’s blithe gale are dancing 
fast ; 
Or those, all faded sear, in death, 
Which flit before the wintry blast :— 


Ay! number these, and myriads more, 
All countless as they seem to be: 

There still remains an ample store 
Untold by, and unknown of thee. 


Askest thou—“ who or what he they?” 
Oh! think upon thy mortal doom ; 
And with anointed eye survey 
The silent empire ofthe tomb! 


Think of all those who erst have been 
Living as thou art—even now ; 
Looking upon life’s busy scene 
With glance as careless, light, as thou. 


All these, like thee, have livedand moved, 

Have seen—what now thou lookest 
upon, 

Have fear’d, hoped, hated, mourn’d or 
loved, 

And now from mortal sight are gone. 


Yet though unseen of human eye, 
Their relics shumber in the earth,— 
The boon of immortality 
To them was given with vital birth. 


{ 


They were, and haviug been, ticy are, 
Earth but contains their mould’rng 
dust ; 
Their deathless spirits, near or far 
With thine must rise to meet tlie just 


Thou know’st not but they hover near, 
Witness of every secret deed, 

Which, shunning human eye or ear, 
The spirits of the dead may heed. 


An awful thought it is to think 
he view!less dead outnumber all, 
Who, bound by life’s connécting link, 
Now share with us this earthly ball. 


It is a thought as dread and high, 
And one to wake a fearful thrill, 

To think, while all who live must die, 
The dead, the dead, are living still ! 


AGENTS FOR THE BEREAN. 


Witminctrox—Benjamin Webb, Genc- 
ral Agent. 


Md. Benjamin edi- 


tor of the “Genius ot Universai 

cipation,”’ No. 12, Light street. 
Darby, Pa —John H. Andrews. 
CueEsteER, Pa.—LEdward Darlington. 
Lonpon-Grove, Pa—Wm. Chandler. 
CANTWELL’s BriIpGE, Del— David 

son. 
Smyrna, Del.—Jacod Pennington,P.M. 
New-Brunswick, N.J.—Rodert Bass. 
W AYNESVILLE, O.—.Voah Haines, P.M 
RicHMOND, Ind.—Rodert Morrison,P.M, 
Woopsury, N. J.—Josenh Saunders 
SaLem, N.J.—John Mason. 
Werauicustown, N.J.—John Pancoast. 
BEAVERDAM, Va.—T. S. Pleasants, P.M. 


mar- 


SWEEDSBOROUGH,N.J.—Josefih Ogden. 


HILLssorouGu, Ohio.--- Rob. Way. 
ALEXANDRIA, D.C.—Wm. Stabler. 


WINCHESTER, Va.—Dr. Isaac Lamborn. 


Numbers from the commencement of 
the work can be furnished to future sub- 
scribers.—Remittances madeonly to B. 
Webb, orthe Editor. Subscriptions not, 
received for less than six months: and 
if continued any longer, not less than a 
year. Letters must be post-paid. 


Subscribers will oblige us by 
ing up their arrearages, without delay. 


EVERY OTHER TUESDAY, AT $2 PBR ANNUM HALF YEARLYIN ADVANGE 


| 


